
Having suffered from heatwave conditions and water stress 
since 2018, the forest stands of the Grand Est region 
benefited from a year of respite in 2024. Abundant, 
sometimes excessive, rainfall provided the vegetation with a 
welcome break from reports of drought. 

May 20-22, 2025 
  
From May 20 to 22, 2025, at 
FAO headquarters in Rome, the 
first congress was held, bringing 
together 160 forest owners, 
association leaders, and cluster 
directors to present and 
exchange information on the 
functioning of small, fragmented 
private forests. European private 
forests comprise 20 million 
owners who share 64 million 
hectares of forest. And there are 
nearly 6,000 forestry 
associations to support them. 


